More Stately Forms by Peterson, Palmer C.
ebels. A nic e 
lled a niceguy 
'ations show 
s handbooks, 
iil? Hammer 
g II a rock" 
157 
MORE STATELY FORMS 
Greek word 
II, 1026; 
11 s modern 
~ similar 
{unkel sing 
saying, 
uts etymolo­
,me of trying 
lorse and 
lOugh, peo­
roducing a 
Lillitutian 
uble e would 
Jrd roots are 
~ repented, 
Len of Trin­
Lve never 
eign de riva­
ive and con­
s having sim­
~w of the rea­
ir back­
rth certifi­
cer, Etymol­
nany bastard 
Ie true sense 
of the Eng-
New York: 
ry to the 
sh Language, 
PALMER C. PETERSON 
Lennox, South Dakota 
Word Ways readers may recall that I presented in the November 
1971 is sue a collection of forms (solid eros sword puzzles having sim­
ple geometrical shapes, such as squares, triangles and rhombuse s) 
in which state name s were int~rtwined with state nickname s. The edi­
tor suggested that 1 might wish to try my hand at a related problem -­
the construction of forms having the names of states and their capitals. 
This article presents forms for 43 out of the 50 states; seven-­
New Hampshire, Connecticut, Massachusetts, South Carolina, Indiana, 
Mis souri and (I blush to admit it) South Dakota -- proved too refractory. 
Although many words in these forms are extremely unusual, aU are 
bona fide and can be found in English-language dictionarie s or reference 
books of this or the last century. In the interest of brevity, I have omit­
ted references for specific words; readers who wish to know the origin 
of any word can write and ask me for it. 
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A IGNORAMUS 
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S NAP BA 
DENVER J U R 
COLORADO PANN 
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NEVADA ADORATED R I U 
HORORATA ALEMANIA AG 
CARSONCITY NEBRASKA E 
VISIBLE SOUND ALPHABET 
The inconsi stencie s of English spelling have been a target 
for reformers for more than a century, enlisting the efforts 
of such famous personages as Charles Darwin, Isaac Pit­
man, Alfred Tennyson, Andrew Carnegie and Theodore Roos­
evelt. A short history and summary of the simplified spel­
ling movement was presented by Kenneth Ive s in the Feb­
ruary 1971 Word Ways. Since the re are more than 26 dif­
ferent vowel and consonant sounds, any system that' firmly 
links sound and spelling must either use big rams (combina­
tions of two letters) to represent some sounds, or else in­
vent new symbols. Sydney George Lund, a Buffalo octo­
genarian, has taken the latter approach in devising a visible 
sound alphabet consisting of 21 consonant s (the usual one s, 
plus an N-with -a-hook to represent ~ in sing" ) and 2111 
vowels (represented by an assortment of lines and squiggles) . 
Word Ways reader s who are inte rested in obtaining a copy 
of his alphabet should send him 25¢ and a self-addressed 
stamped envelope at 1405 Cortes Drive, Englewood, Florida 
33533. 
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